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the fact that the Polish-Soviet treaty did not invalidate in any
way the Polish-Rumanian alliance, which had been renewed
only so lately as the previous year. Beck was well received, and
relations were better for a time. However, the treaty with the
Soviet was ratified by Poland on December 23 (a "conven-
tion of conciliation" having been signed by both parties on
November 27)—to the dissatisfaction of the Rumanians, whose
own treaty with the Soviet was still in doubt.
Polish opinion on the whole was in favour of the pact with
the Soviet. Some commentators saw in it a blow aimed at Germany,
but most considered it excellent inasmuch as it gave some certainty
of peace with Russia and the prospect accordingly of a great
development of Polish trade with her—a prospect not adequately
realized. In any case, the treaty became a major feature of Polish
foreign policy, despite the continued existence of Soviet
propaganda and espionage in Poland—eight Soviet spies were
executed in 1932.
DETENTE WITH DANZIG
Poland had to think all the time of her western frontiers; with
the threat to her eastern boundaries removed by the treaty with
the Soviet she was in a stronger position vis-d-vi$ Germany,
whose attitude towards her remained unfriendly. Elections
for the Reichstag were held on July 31, with large Nazi gains.
Hitler's party became much the largest in Germany and
proportionately powerful. Von Papen, who succeeded Bruening
as Chancellor on May 30, re-established the Nazi storm-troops
which had been put down by his predecessor; this was a military
sign none of Germany's neighbours could disregard. But tinder
the fostering care of Pilsudski the Polish Army was now strong
and really formidable. Its organization was so perfect that on
August i it was able to dispense with the assistance—for which
the Poles were grateful—of the French Military Mission that had
been attached to it since 1919. The furious anti-Polish propaganda
went on resoundingly throughout Germany, with reverberations
in Danzig, suffering that summer from a Polish boycott particularly
affecting Zoppot and other resorts in the Free City's territory*
Poland did well to be ceaselessly on her guard.

